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imputation of low motives may fall, with a mischievous and misleading
effect.—Taffies.
Of type (c) the characteristic is that we have two or more
adjectives attached to a following noun; are there to be commas
between the adjectives, or not ? The rule usually given is that
there should be, unless the last adjective is more intimately
connected with the noun, so that the earlier one qualifies,
not the noun, but the last adjective and the noun together;
it will be noticed that we strictly have no enumeration then
at all. This is sometimes useful; and so is the more practical
and less theoretic direction to ask whether and could be
inserted, and if so use the comma, but not otherwise. These
both sound sufficient in the abstract. But that there are doubts
left in practice is shown by the type sentence, which Beadnell
gives as correct, though either test would rather require the
comma. He gives also as correct, Can flattery soothe the dull,
cold ear of death ?— which is not very clearly distinguishable
from the other. Our advice is to use these tests when in doubt,
but with a leaning to the omission of the comma. If it happens
that a comma of this particular class is the only stop in a sen-
tence, it has a false appearance of dividing the sentence into
two parts that is very unpleasant, and may make the reader
go through it twice to make sure that all is right—an incon-
venience that should by all means be spared him.
Type (d) is one in which the final word or phrase of a sen-
tence has two previous expressions standing in the same
grammatical relation to it, but their ending with different
prepositions, or the fact that one is to be substituted for the
other, or the length of the expressions, or some other cause,
obscures this identity of relation. Add to the type sentence
the following:
His eloquence was the main, one might almost say the sole, source of
his influence.—bryce.
To dazzle people more, he learned or pretended to learn, the Spanish
language.—bagehot.
. . . apart from philosophical and sometimes from theological,
theories.—balfour.

